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County 

retirement 
board still 
taking fire 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN -— The Hampden 
County Regional Board of Re- 
tirement continues to take heavy 


fire for its mismanagement of 


funds, and the town of Hamp- 
den is leading the charge to have 
Chairman Richard Theroux re- 
moved. 

An audit released in Febru- 
ary by the Massachusetts Public 
Employee Retirement Adminis- 
tration Commission revealed that 
the retirement board surpassed 


its budget and spent hundreds of 


thousands of dollars on inappro- 
priate raises, false invoices, trav- 
el fees, fraudulent social security 
and other expenditures between 
2014 and 2018. 

“It’s not just that this is bad 
policy. The things that were go- 
ing on there were both illegal, 
and some were just plain uneth- 
ical,’ said Hampden Town Ad- 
ministrator Bob Markel. 

In April, Laurel Placzek re- 
signed from her role as the Ad- 
visory Council member of the 
retirement board and as the chair- 
person of the Advisory Council. 

Despite initially stating his 
intent to resign, Theroux has 
reversed course, much to the 
chagrin of those in favor of his 
removal. 

“(Theroux] wants to oversee 
the improvements. Well, I’m not 
sure that we have a lot of con- 
fidence in someone, who is re- 
sponsible for the problems, over- 
seeing the reforms. Our position 
in Hampden is that he needs to 
resign,” said Markel, who echoed 
the sentiment of Hampden Board 
of Selectmen Chair Donald Dav- 
enport. 

The PERAC audit is trou- 
bling to many. Over the course 
of the audit, $234,000 was spent 
on 119 invoices for services that 
were never reviewed or docu- 
mented. 


Shortly after the release of 


the audit, Theroux attributed the 
anomaly to a website malfunc- 


tion, an excuse that Markel isn’t 


buying. 

“There are all these payments 
that weren’t backed by con- 
tracts,’ said Markel. “It’s very, 


very unusual and, certainly, not 


in accordance with proper pro- 
cedure to be making payments 


to entities of some kind without 
having a written contract and 


adequate records of where this 


money went and to whom it 


went.” 


Furthermore, the retirement 
board violated procedure by 


making two attorneys mem- 


Please see COUNTY, page 7 
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Wilbraham to adopt non-partisan elections 
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[L to R] Matt Villamaino, Janet Vitkus, Elaine King and Deb Gormley support a new Wilbraham Senior Center outside of the May 10 Annual 
Town Meeting. The item was not on the evening’s agenda but has been the subject of much conversation in Wilbraham. 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 
WILBRAHAM — _ When 


the clock struck midnight on 
the Wilbraham Annual Town 
Meeting that began on May 10, 
debate over the evening’s final 
warrant article continued. 
Article 41, the adoption of 
non-partisan elections for Wil- 
braham elected officials was 


approved by a vote of 80 to 56. 

In past partisan elections, 
Wilbraham voters were in- 
formed if a candidate was a 
Democrat or Republican. 

Prior to the election, each 
party held a caucus to nominate 
the candidates it would endorse; 
nominated individuals were put 
on the ballot without having to 
take out papers or collect signa- 
tures. 


“If you run a non-partisan 
election that means that every 
single person for every single 
position has to give me a letter 
of intent, they have to take out 
papers and they have to get at 
least 50 signatures,’ said Town 
Clerk Carole Tardif. 

More importantly, in a 
non-partisan election, each bal- 
lot features a candidate’s name 
and address and identifies if 


the individual is running for 
re-election, but political affilia- 
tions are not listed. 

“T think that everyone 
should be voting on the issues 
and principles. They shouldn’t 
be taking direction from party 
leaders, who appoint commit- 
tee chairmen. It’s too top-heavy, 
and Massachusetts is a one-par- 


Please see ELECTIONS, page 13 


Wilbraham residents support recreational complex 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Editor 


WILBRAHAM -— An out- 
door recreational complex will 
be coming to Wilbraham. The 
determination was made on 
May 10, when several hundred 
residents partook in Wilbra- 
ham’s Annual Town Meeting, 
held inside of Regional High 
School. 

Article 33, one of the eve- 
ning’s most thoroughly dis- 
cussed items, requested funding 
for the creation of a recreational 
complex at 540 Stony Hill Rd. 
and passed by a majority vote. 

Residents voted to approve a 
$300,000 transfer from the Fis- 
cal Year 2022 Community Pres- 
ervation Budget Reserve Fund 
Balance. 

The money will be used 
to develop a Master Plan and 
implement the plan for a rec- 
reational complex to be built 
principally at the site of the Wil- 
braham Soccer Fields. 

The complex will include 
pickleball courts, an outdoor 





A preliminary blue print for the recreational complex to re built at 540 Stony Hill Rd. was s displayed 
during Wilbraham’s Annual Town Meeting on May 10. 


synthetic year-round ice-skat- 
ing rink, a dog park and bike 
paths. The total cost of the proj- 
ect will amount to $525,000; the 
remaining $225,000 will be at- 
tained through grants and fund- 
raising efforts. 


Parks & Recreation Director 
Bryan Litz made it clear that 
“nothing is set in stone,’ as the 
designs have not been finalized. 

“One of the keys to the plan 
is that we will conduct a Master 
Plan,” said Litz. “We will have 


public forums prior to putting a 
shovel in the ground. The Mas- 
ter Plan process, in regards to 
the public forums, will allow 
any residents, committees or 


Please see REC, page 13 
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NEWS ABOUT TOWN 





By Dalton Zbierski 
Editor 


WILBRAHAM - In the fifth hour of 
the Wilbraham Annual Town Meeting on 
May 10, Article 40, the adoption of a lo- 
cal option meals excise tax, was denied 
by a vote of 83 to 64. 

Wilbraham Treasurer Thomas Sulli- 
van advocated for the tax, a practice that 
he said many communities put in mo- 
tion to raise revenue in the aftermath of 
the 2008 Recession. If approved, the tax 
would have been added to each patron’s 
bill at Wilbraham restaurants. 

“Right now, the state collects 6.25 
percent. How they collect it is you go to 
your restaurant and pay your bill, and the 
tax is automatically on there. They then 
give the money over to the state. This 
proposal would add .75 percent to that 
number,” said Sullivan. 

Any individual dining in Wilbraham 
would be mandated to pay the tax, which 
would amount to approximately 75 cents 
for every $100 spent. Sullivan estimated 
that the town could raise approximately 
$125,000 annually by adopting such a 
policy. 

“T realize it’s a tax, and nobody likes 
taxes, but it’s a way to try to give us more 
money to work with,” said Sullivan, add- 
ing that 75 percent of communities in 
Lower Pioneer Valley implement the tax. 

The Finance Committee recommend- 
ed not to approve Article 40 by a vote of 
three in favor to six opposed. Each mem- 
ber of the committee was given an oppor- 
tunity to explain his or her vote. 

“T was opposed to this tax for a num- 


Meals tax opposed 


ber of reasons. Small business has really 
been hurt by the pandemic, and I would 
like to see what we can do to help small 
business,” said Finance Committee mem- 
ber Mike Mazzuca. 

Finance Committee member Susan 
Bunnell was in favor of the tax. She stat- 
ed that residents are unlikely to eat out of 
town on account of the tax. 

Kevin Hanks, Vice Chair of the Fi- 
nance Committee, felt similarly. 

“T voted for it,’ said Hanks. “I feel 
that on a $100 bill, 75 cents is not chang- 
ing someone’s decision. I want to look 
at every possible revenue stream that we 
can to minimalize the taxes that we have 
to collect.” 

Finance Committee member Peter 
Dufresne voted against the article for a 
variety of reasons. His perspective was 
influenced by discussions he had with 
small business owners in town. 

“T talked to some local restauranteurs, 
who indicated it wasn’t the amount. The 
burden is around the collection and cost 
and the record keeping. I think there are 
some places we can find savings within 
the current budget, frankly,’ said Dufres- 
ne. 

Kevin Corridan, also a member of the 
Finance Committee, was heavily opposed 
to the proposed tax. He does not believe 
that now is the time to create new taxes. 

“T voted against it primarily in prin- 
ciple,” said Corridan. “I don’t think that 
we need any new taxes and also think it’s 
an ill-conceived, ill-timed tax, targeting 
a very vulnerable area of our economy 
right now. We’re under our levy limit; I 
don’t think we need a new tax right now.” 
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Lesser encourages vaccinations 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Editor 


BOSTON — On May 17, Gov. Char- 
lie Baker announced that the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts would lift 
nearly all COVID-19 restrictions on 
businesses and gatherings on May 29, 
as the state works towards vaccinating 
4.1 million residents by the first week of 
June. 

That same day, Baker will rescind 
the mask mandate. Residents will be 
permitted to resume normal activities in 
or outdoors without wearing a mask or 
physically distancing. 

With the mask mandate set to expire, 
the importance of getting vaccinated is at 
an all-time high. State Sen. Eric Lesser 
of the First Hampden & Hampshire Dis- 
trict recently shared his thoughts on the 
state’s vaccination efforts. 

“That’s going to be the way that we 
get back to a semblance of normalcy; it’s 
going to be through the vaccination ef- 
forts,” said Lesser. ““There’s nothing else 
happening really that’s more urgent than 
making sure the vaccine gets out to the 
community.” 

In January, Lesser was highly critical 
of the lack of vaccine doses available in 
Hampden County. He recalled his initial 
concerns pertaining to the state’s uneven 
vaccine rollout plan. 

“In the early stages, I was not sat- 
isfied with the state’s engagement with 
communities or, frankly, the quality of 
the state’s rollout in the initial phases,’ 
said Lesser. “The website was confus- 
ing; the website crashed despite repeated 
assurances by the highest levels of state 
government, including the Governor 
himself, that it was going to work. It end- 
ed up not working.” 

Lesser said that there were conflict- 
ing guidelines that confused countless 
residents in early 2021. He was discour- 
aged that vaccinations were made acces- 
sible to new categories of people when 
many individuals, who were already eli- 


gible, had not been vaccinated. 

“That created a lot of anxiety for peo- 
ple,” said Lesser. 

More than four months later, Lesser 
has adopted a different opinion. He’s 
proud of how the state rebounded from 
early difficulties that had resonated 
throughout western Massachusetts. 

“At this point, the supply issues do 
seem to be resolved. You’ve got CVS, 
Walmart and Walgreens offering them. 
You’ve got local vaccine sites offering 
them,” said Lesser. “Now that the sup- 
ply chain issues have been getting fixed, 
they’ve got to move towards a more pro- 
active mindset of getting the vaccine into 
the communities that right now might be 
hesitant.” 

Lesser said that he is not a doctor or 
a healthcare provider. Nonetheless, he 
encourages residents to get fully vacci- 
nated, as the doses are available. 

Earlier this month, Lesser received 
his second vaccine dose. He acknowl- 
edged that hundreds of millions of peo- 
ple around the globe have also been fully 
vaccinated. 

“It’s a very safe vaccine,” said Less- 
er. “The [Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention] has reviewed it, the [Food 
and Drug Administration] has reviewed 
it, and if people have questions they 
should talk to their healthcare provider 
or talk to their personal doctor and get 
those questions answered.” 

Lesser is optimistic that the state will 
promote an increased amount of edu- 
cational material, aiming to reach resi- 
dents, who are hesitant to get inoculated. 

Lesser said that in the century to 
come, future generations will study the 
COVID-19 pandemic and how society 
responded. 

“Through it, I think we’ve learned 
what’s really important in life. It’s fami- 
ly, it’s community, it’s loyalty to one an- 
other, and [ think what’s very important 
through all of this is that we hold onto 
that spirit and remember that we have to 
work together,’ said Lesser. 
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Flagging of Veterans Graves in the Town of Hampden 


HAMPDEN — Members of the 
Hampden VFW Post 9397 will start 
Flagging Graves of Veterans in Our 
Town Cemeteries. 

Our mission is to Flag all Veter- 
ans Graves by Memorial Day. We 
will also replace missing and broken 
the grave markers as our supply al- 
lows. 


As we approach the Memorial 
Day weekend, and you observe your 
loved ones Grave Site has not been 
flagged, please do not hesitate to 
call the VFW or myself giving your 
telephone # so we may contact you 
to identify the Grave Site. We make 
every effort to assure all Veterans are 
Honored with a Flag but sometimes 


during the year Veterans Graves 
Markers are knock down by Lawn 
Maintenance or mother nature, and 
we miss a grave Site. 

V/R 

Don Talbot Hampden VFW Post 
Adjutant / Veterans Grave Officer 

413 566 5881 /413 668 6004 
VEW 413 566 8797 









Election results; 
Rivest defeats Glover 
for Selectmen seat 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Editor 


HAMPDEN - On May 17, the town of Hampden 
celebrated Election Day, as hundreds of residents cast 
ballots inside of Town Hall on Main Street. 

Of 3,902 eligible voters, a total of 915 residents 
voted, amounting to 23.45 percent. 

In a contested race for a three-year term on the 
Board of Selectmen, Craig Rivest defeated incumbent 
Mary Ellen Glover by a vote of 535 to 379. 

Incumbent Town Moderator Richard Green was 
elected to another one-year term, as he collected 743 
votes; 170 blank votes were casted. 

Incumbent Chair Norm Charest was again voted to 
a three-year term on the Board of Assessors, collecting 
706 votes in an uncontested race; 207 blank votes were 
cast. 

Incumbent Michal Elizabeth Boudreau was voted 
back onto the Hampden-Wilbraham Regional School 
District School Committee, running unopposed and 
collecting 699 votes. 

In other non-contested races, Kathleen Rochford 
was again voted to a three-year term as Library Trust- 
ee, and Timothy Collins was elected to a three-year 
term as Cemetery Commissioner, despite receiving 
only five votes; 893 ballots were left blank. 

Madison Lee Pixley was again voted to a five-year 
term on the Planning Board, and Carol Collins was 
re-elected to serve a five-year term on the Housing 
Authority. 

In a contested race for the Parks & Recreation 
Commission, incumbent Daniel Slattery narrowly de- 
feated Brett Castellano by a vote of 585 to 539. 





Friends of Wilbraham 
Seniors schedule craft sale 


WILBRAHAM -— On Sat., June 12, from 9:00 a.m. 
until 3:00 p.m., the Friends of Wilbraham Seniors 
will facilitate an outdoor craft fair at Christ the King 
Church, located at 758 Main St. in Wilbraham, across 
from Rice’s Farm. 

The event will feature a raffle. 

A rain date is scheduled for June 12 
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Wilbraham Public Library 
to offer virtual Maldives 
presentation 


WILBRAHAM - On Tuesday, June 15 at 6:00 p.m., 
naturalist and educator Joy Marzolf will offer a virtual 
program, “Maldives: Paradise in the Indian Ocean,’ for 
Wilbraham Public Library. 

The Maldives is made up of a series of low lying 
coral atolls in the Indian Ocean, just south of Sri Lan- 
ka and India. A lush tropical paradise, it is also known 
for its amazing marine life. From massive, but harmless, 
whale sharks to rare hawksbill turtles and tiny colored 
fishes, the Maldives has an astounding variety of life to 
see. Large schools of manta rays, sometimes up to 200 or 
more in number, are also found near these islands. Join 
us for scenes of graceful animals and images of wildlife 
throughout the Maldives. 

Joy Marzolf is a naturalist and educator. She has 
worked in this field for over 20 years, the previous four- 
teen of which have been with the Massachusetts Audu- 
bon Society. She will share her own breathtaking photo- 
graphs of many beautiful and unusual creatures. 

This is a virtual program; registration is necessary in 
order to participate. To register, please call the library 
(#413-596-6141) or visit the library’s website at www. 
wilbrahamlibrary.org. Hope to see you online! 


Kayleigh Crystal Thomas, 


Heartfelt congratulations 
on your commencement at 
Western New England University! 
We are very proud of your achievement. 
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future. 
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Microchip clinic for 
pets this Saturday 


WARE - In honor of National Chip Your Pet Month, 
Brimfield shelter Here Today Adopted Tomorrow, will 
run a name-your-price microchip clinic at the Ware 
Grange Hall, 297 Belchertown Road (Rte. 9), in Ware. 
The clinic will run on Saturday, May 22, from 3 pm to 5 
pm. Pet owners can get their dog or cat chipped at a pay- 
what-you-want rate, with a suggested price of $15. 

A microchip is the size of a grain of rice. It is placed 
under a pet’s skin, and contains the owner’s contact in- 
formation. Microchips greatly increase the chances of 
reuniting lost pets with their families. 

The microchipping clinic is part of HTAT’s larger ef- 
forts to keep pets with families. ““We see too many fly- 
ers and Facebook posts of people searching for their lost 
pets, especially indoor cats,” said Rachael Max, Execu- 
tive Director and Board President of HTAT. “If the front 
door gets left open for even a minute, your indoor cat can 
wander out and get lost in the unfamiliar environment. 
But if your cat has a microchip, anyone who picks them 
up can bring them to a shelter, where we’ll scan the cat, 
locate the microchip, and contact you within minutes.” 

“We want to facilitate as many happy reunions as pos- 
sible. We’re often told that an indoor cat doesn’t need a 
microchip, but those are the cats who most commonly 
end up in shelters after getting lost. Microchipping your 
pet 1s an easy, convenient, and safe way to ensure that 
anyone who finds your pet will know how to get them 
back to you.” 

Among HTAT’s other community assistance pro- 
grams is their new Pet Food Pantry, their low-cost spay/ 
neuter program, and their free behavioral help program. 

If you need assistance in feeding or caring for your 
pet, Here Today Adopted Tomorrow can help. Local cat 
owners can spay or neuter their cats for $50 or less, and 
strays and ferals can be fixed for free! In addition, those 
struggling to feed their pets can apply to the Pet Food 
Pantry. Please visit heretodaysanctuary.org or call (413) 
324-8224 to learn more about these and more community 
assistance programs. 
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Massachusetts students recognized 


WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. 
Secretary of Education Dr. Mi- 
guel Cardona today announced the 
57" class of U.S. Presidential Schol- 
ars, recognizing 161 high school se- 
niors for their accomplishments in 
academics, the arts and career and 
technical education fields. 

The Massachusetts scholars in- 
clude (hometown, scholar, school, 
location): 

e Acton - Ritvik Chandra Pu- 
lya, Acton-Boxborough Regional 
High School, Acton, Massachusetts. 

e Amherst - Arden E. Lloyd, 
Amherst Regional High School, 
Amherst, Massachusetts (U.S. Pres- 
idential Scholar in Arts). 

¢ Concord - Andrew Harris, 
Middlesex School, Concord, Mas- 
sachusetts (U.S. Presidential Schol- 
ar in Arts). 

e MA - Pocasset - Caroline 
Curran, Sturgis Charter School, 
Hyannis, Massachusetts. 


e MA - Somerville - Kev- 
in Wen, Somerville High School, 
Somerville, Massachusetts. 

e MA - Wenham - Maria Isa- 
bella Carpenter, Governor Dummer 
Academy, Byfield, Massachusetts 
(U.S. Presidential Scholar in Arts). 

¢ Weymouth - Julie A Canu- 
to-Depina, Southeastern Regional 
Vocational-Technical High School, 
South Easton, Massachusetts (U.S. 
Presidential Scholar in Career and 
Technical Education). 

“The 2021 Presidential Scholars 
represent extraordinary achieve- 
ments for our extraordinary times,” 
said U.S. Secretary of Education 
Miguel Cardona. “I am delighted 
to join President Biden in saluting 
these outstanding young people for 
their achievements, service, char- 
acter and continued pursuit of ex- 
cellence. Their examples make me 
proud and hopeful about the future. 
Honoring them can remind us all 


of the great potential in each new 
generation and renew our commit- 
ment to helping them achieve their 
dreams.” 

Created in 1964, the U.S. Pres- 
idential Scholars Program has 
honored over 7,600 of the nation’s 
top-performing students. The pro- 
gram was expanded in 1979 to rec- 
ognize students who demonstrate 
exceptional talent in the visual, lit- 
erary and performing arts. In 2015, 
the program was again extended 
to recognize students who demon- 
strate ability and accomplishment 
in career and technical education 
fields. 

The Presidential Scholars Class 
of 2021 will be recognized for their 
outstanding achievement this sum- 
mer. 

A complete list of 2021 USS. 
Presidential Scholars is also avail- 
able at http://www.ed.gov/psp. 





Holyoke Soldiers’ Home Bond Bill Approved 
by Conference Committee 


BOSTON -—- On Fri., May 14, 
2021, the House-Senate Confer- 
ence Committee appointed to rec- 
oncile differences between versions 
of the Holyoke Soldiers’ Home 
Bond Bill announced that they 
reached a compromise. The final 
conference report authorizes $400 
million in bonds for the design and 
construction of a new facility for 
the Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke and 
$200 million in general obligation 
bonds for Veteran housing across 

the State. 
Sen. 
John C. 
Velis 
(D-West- 
field), 
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who represents the Holyoke Sol- 
diers’ Home and is Chair of the 
Joint Committee on Veterans and 
Federal Affairs, applauded the 
Committee for their work. 

“From the very start-after last 
year’s tragedy, families and friends 
of veterans reached out to me with 
a very clear message: get this done. 
The marching orders were clear; get 
the mission accomplished. From 
listening sessions with families, to 
standouts at the Home, to the vigil 
that took place last month to mark 
the one anniversary, this has been a 
truly long and enduring process. We 
fought for this Home reconstruction 
for months,” stated Senator Velis, 
who thanked all of the veterans, 
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Custom Closet Systems 
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Quartz & Granite Countertops 
Complete Installation & Remodeling 


families and community members, 

who have advocated beside him. 
The state is currently working 
towards an August 1* VA Veterans 
State Home Construction Grant 
Program deadline. DCAMM, the 
Division of Capital Asset Man- 
agement and Maintenance, cannot 
begin the design process until the 
Bond Bill is signed into law. If the 
August | deadline is met, the state 
would be eligible to receive 65% 
federal reimbursement for the $400 
million Holyoke Soldiers’ Home 
reconstruction project. 
Now that differences between 
the Senate and House bills have 
been reconciled, the Conference 
Committee report will head back to 
each Chamber for an accep- 
tance and enactment vote. 
If enacted, it will then go to 
the Governor’s desk to be 

signed into law. 
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Monson Savings Bank hires Chicopee resident as new executive 


MONSON - Monson Savings 
Bank is pleased to announce the 
recent hire of Jason A. Berry as 
Vice President and Commercial 
Loan Officer. 

“We are very happy to wel- 
come Jay to the Monson Savings 
Bank team,” said Dan Moriarty, 
Monson Savings Bank President 
and CEO. “Jay has extensive 
banking experience and has been 
a commercial lender within our 
local market. He is extremely 
knowledgeable in his field and 
has a strong customer service 
background. I am confident he 
will be a major asset to the Bank 













diversified 


Job Openings 


looking for outgoing people 
who are self starters to fill the positions of: 
e Value Added Sales Rep 
e Expiditing Specialist 
Full-time + benefits package. 
Please send resume and contact info to: 
jobs@diversifiedmetals.com 


Wieland. Empowering Success 


Support the local 
businesses that support 


and our business cus- 
tomers searching for 


commercial lending 
solutions.” 
Berry resides in 


Chicopee with his son. 
He graduated from 
Westfield State Univer- 
sity with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in_ Political 
Science after earning 
his Associate’s Degree 
in Liberal Arts at Holyoke Com- 
munity College. He brings over 
15 years of banking and finan- 
cial experience to Monson Sav- 
ings Bank. Berry most recently 


your local newspaper. 


Let them know you saw 
their ad in the 


Wilbraham Hampden Times 
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held the role of Vice 
President Business 
Banking Relationship 
Manager at People’s 
United Bank serving 
the Western Massa- 
chusetts region with 
commercial banking 
needs. 

In his role as Vice 
President and Com- 
mercial Loan Officer, 
Berry will be focused on provid- 
ing customized, sensible lending 
and deposit solutions to busi- 
nesses. He will be assisting in 
the maximization of cash flow 
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and bringing the full scope of 
the bank’s extensive products 
and high tech services to the 
businesses he services. He will 
also introduce business partners, 
who are experts in their field, to 
support businesses. Ultimately, 
he aims to help local businesses 
reach or exceed their goals. 

“To say that I am thrilled to 
be part of Monson Savings Bank 
is an understatement,’ said Jason 
Berry, Vice President and Com- 
mercial Loan Officer. “My entire 
career has been focused on doing 
the right thing for my customers 
and being responsive to any and 
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all questions and inquiries. I’m 
passionate about advocating for 
businesses and helping them 
evolve by providing candid, stra- 
tegic, and sensible solutions. I 
look forward to being a depend- 
able ambassador for Monson 
Savings and an extension of sup- 
port for our business customers.” 

To contact Jason Berry, Vice 
President and Commercial Loan 
Officer of Monson Savings Bank 
you can call him directly at 413- 
313-1543 or email him at jber- 
ry @monsonsavings.com. 
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Dangers of driving with a dog on your lap 


Submitted by Trips WithPets 


While driving under the influence was once 
the major focus of safety on the road, distract- 
ed driving of all kinds has gained national at- 
tention in recent years. Texting while driving 
has proven to be the latest serious road hazard; 
it has cost a number of lives, and most states 
have developed laws and campaigns against it. 

Now, many states are focusing their atten- 
tion on a new threat — one that has gone un- 
der the radar thus far but may prove to be as 
dangerous as texting and driving. This one in- 
volves the widely practiced habit of choosing 
to drive with a dog sitting on your lap. 

The Issues 

The AAA Foundation for Traffic Safe- 
ty notes that taking your eyes off the road 
for just two seconds doubles your chance of 
a crash. That two seconds is all it could take 
for a frightened or excited pet to jump up on 
you, claw you, climb up onto the dashboard, or 


MEMORIES 


By Lou Scungio 


Spring abounds with blossoms 
new 

swaying in the breeze 

to only die an’ fall away 


worse — crawl under the brake pedal. 
The Facts 

A survey AAA and Kurgo revealed that 
nearly 60 percent of respondents had driven 
with their pets in the last month, and 31 percent 
admitted to being distracted by their pet while 
driving. Distractions included everything from 
feeding and petting their pets, to taking their 
photos while driving. 

Seventeen percent of respondents who 
drove with their pet — nearly one in five — ad- 
mitted to either allowing their pet to sit on their 
lap, or holding their pet while driving. Twen- 
ty-three percent admitted to using their hands 
or arms to secure their pet when they hit the 
brakes. 

The Dangers 

Beyond potentially causing accidents, there 
are very real dangers to allowing a pet to sit 
on your lap. If a crash did occur, a small pet 
could easily be crushed by a deployed airbag, 
or thrown from the car and injured or even 


killed. In addition, an unrestrained dog can act 
as a missile during a crash. AAA notes that an 
unrestrained 10-pound dog, where the vehicle 
is only traveling at 30 mph, will exert roughly 
300 pounds of pressure in a crash! So, imagine 
the devastation that can cause to your pet and 
anyone in his path. 
The Solutions 

States are taking notice of the potential dan- 
gers. Even in places where there is no specific 
law pertaining to driving with a pet on your 
lap, you can still be cited for doing so under 
broader distracted driving laws. There are pet 
restraint options in many types, sizes, and price 
ranges that are comfortable for dogs and still 
allow them some freedom of movement. 

Trips WithPets has been helping pet parents 
find and book pet-friendly accommodations 
since 2003. 





Letters /o ()e Editor 


Correction, clarification and opinion on historic 
district article 


as Winter brings the freeze. 
Summer shines reflecting gems 
on oceans’ wilting waves 

that gently ebb on shifting sands 
‘mid misty morning haze. 


Autumn brightly beams with hues 


as shades of falling leaves 

that come to rest in random ways 
on susurrating breeze. 

Winter whips the day with wind 
thru nights of cold an’ calm, 


A community which hon- 
ors its past has a foundation 
on which to build its future. I 
wholeheartedly supported the 
Hampden Town Meeting pro- 
posal that Connie Witt (on behalf 
of the Historical Commission) 
made to use Community Preser- 
vation money to research and es- 
tablish a National Register Dis- 
trict in the center of Hampden. 

Although the May 13 TIMES 
article quoted the Advisory 
Committee members and Select- 


man correctly, it incorrectly stat- 
ed two key facts. 

First, the money was not for 
the Conservation Fund but from 
the Community Preservation 
Fund for payment to research 
and establish a historical district. 

Secondly, the $9,300 was not 
to be raised and appropriated. 
Instead, that $9,300 was to be 
transferred from the Communi- 
ty Preservation Fund which has 
a balance in excess of $300,000. 

In general, I believe this re- 


porter does a fine job on his arti- 
cles. It is important that the facts 
be reported accurately. 

We at Town Meeting voted 
to raise and appropriate an op- 
erating budget of $14,859,458. 
Yet our Historical Commission 
could not secure $9,300 of the 
money already set aside for his- 
torical purposes. I strongly urge 
a positive vote if it 1s re-present- 
ed in the fall. 

Rita Vail, Hampden 


as Spring awaits e’er patiently 
without the least alarm. 
Seasons slip an’ slide away 

as months an’ years subside, 
renewing memories to be.... 
an’ those we’ve set aside. 


Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 


Turley Publications 





offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One 1s a free, brief 


Death Notice listing 


the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 
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The Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times is published every 
Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc., 24 Water 
St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393, Fax 
(413) 289-1977. 


PATRICK H. TURLEY 
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KEITH TURLEY 
President 
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Elise Linscott 
elinscott@turley.com 


STAFF WRITER 
Dalton Zbierski 
dzbierski@turley.com 
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Jocelyn Walker 
Jwalker@turley.com 


SPORTS EDITOR 
Greg Scibelli 
sports@turley.com 
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 





Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to elinscott@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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Elms College Graduates 471 Students 


CHICOPEE — College of Our 
Lady of the Elms issued diplo- 
mas to the 471 students com- 
prising the Class of 2021 at the 
college’s 90th Commencement 
exercises on Sat., May 15, on the 
college’s campus in Chicopee. 

The Class of 2021 includes 
339 undergraduates. The col- 
lege awarded 6 associate of arts 
degrees, 170 bachelor of arts 
degrees, 169 bachelor of science 
degrees, 111 master’s degrees, 
and 21 doctor of nursing practice 
degrees. 

In his address to the gradu- 
ates, President Harry E. Dumay, 
Ph.D., MBA, spoke of a lesson 
that he learned from his late fa- 
ther — to be a more humane per- 
son. 

“May you keep in your heart 
the desire to become day-by-day 
a more humane person. May you 
view every person as someone 
who matters and may you keep 
caring for the dear neighbor, es- 
pecially the less privileged.” 

Dumay added, “May you 
keep the faith in your own abil- 
ity and that of those around you. 
Congratulations, class of 2021. 
We have faith in you.” 

Commencement address 

The Commencement speak- 
er, Haitian-American novelist 
and short story writer Edwidge 
Danticat, MFA, delivered an in- 
spirational address for the Class 
of 2021. 

Danticat likened the Class 
of 2021 and the entire Elms 


Elms College celebrated 
its 90th Commencement 
exercises on May 15; 2021. 


community to a Haitian con- 
cept called a combite, which is a 
gathering of a community with a 
shared goal that benefits an en- 
tire community or an individual 
in need. “Never stop wondering 
at the mountains, at the rivers, at 
the ocean and the sea but also at 
yourselves. And wherever you 
go, bring all of yourself. Bring 
your heart, bring your soul, bring 





Photos submitted by Elms College 


both your passion and compas- 
sion, along with your courage. 
You are all individuals but to- 
gether you are the combite that 
is Elms.” 

Danticat will be granted an 
honorary degree at a later date 
when she can receive it in-per- 
son. 

Honorary degree recipients 

Honorary degrees were also 


Elms College President Harry E. 
Dumay, Ph.D., MBA, delivers his 
Commencement speech at the 
college’s 90th Commencement 
exercises on May 15, 2021. 


awarded to Cynthia Lyons, 
philanthropist and _ outgoing 
chair of the Elms College Board 
of Trustees, and Nicholas Coc- 
chi, MBA *13, Hampden County 
Sheriff, in recognition of their 
outstanding contributions to the 
community and the region. 

Distinguished student 

The 2021 valedictorian is 

communication sciences and 
disorders major Shaughnessy 
Docekal ‘21 of South Grafton, 
MA, and she delivered the vale- 
dictory address during the cere- 
mony. 

About Elms College 











Class of 2021 Valedictorian 
Shaughnessy Docekal ’21 
delivers her valedictory 
remarks at Elms College’s 90th 
Commencement exercises on 
May 15, 2021. 


tional Catholic college offering a 
liberal arts curriculum that pre- 
pares students holistically for a 
purposeful life in a diverse and 
interconnected world. Found- 
ed in 1928 by the Sisters of St. 
Joseph, Elms College has a tra- 
dition of educating reflective, 
principled and creative learners, 
who are rooted in faith, educated 
in mind, compassionate in heart, 
responsive to civic and social 
obligations, and capable of ad- 
justing to change without com- 
promising principle. 


Elms College is a co-educa- 
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bers of its system, paying them a total 
of $179,266 in legal fees and $448,210 
in premiums, while the audit was being 
conducted. 

The audit also reported that multiple 
board members collected thousands of 
dollars in Social Security, which public 
employees are ineligible for. 

“Everybody knows that Massachu- 
setts is not a Social Security state,” said 
Markel. “If you work in the public sector, 
there’s no Social Security that you pay. 
You are, instead, in the state retirement 
system, which is a substitute for Social 
Security. Three members of the board put 
themselves on Social Security; it’s illegal 
SO we may very well see some action in 
Boston about these kinds of issues that 
might force [Theroux] out of office.” 

The audit also revealed that Theroux 
submitted $1,825 in receipts and was re- 
imbursed for rentals on Hyannis Point 
Road in Mashpee between 2014 and 
2017. Since 1998, Theroux has owned a 
condominium at 11 Hyannis Point Rd. 

Furthermore, Theroux was given a 
raise without approval or documentation. 

The audit reported that documents, 
containing overtime payment informa- 
tion, only listed staff names and salaries 
with no indication of hours worked or 
hourly wages. 

Markel discussed another red flag that 
the PERAC audit exposed. 

“We all know that the rule in Massa- 
chusetts is that you cannot accept more 
than $50 in gratuities. The board accepted 
around $11,000 in gratu- 
ities; that’s illegal. It’s that 
simple,’ said Markel, who 
added that public employ- 
ees are required to pass a 
test from the State Ethics 
Commission on a yearly 
basis. 

If Theroux is not re- 
moved from office, his cur- 
rent term will end in De- 
cember. 

Markel relayed that 
PERAC representatives are 


meeting with Theroux on a weekly basis, 
as PERAC oversees the implementation 
of reforms. Hampden will not rest until 
Theroux is removed from his position. 

“Theroux] seems to think that this is 
all going to blow over and that all he has 
to do is tough it out. I don’t think it is, 
but we’ll see. We are looking for any and 
all opportunities to exert pressure,” said 
Markel. 

The town of Hampden is relaying the 
message to its employees and taxpayers 
that they too have a big stake in how the 
situation unfolds. 

“Because the system has not been well 
managed over the years, we are now being 
forced to do catchup contributions. It’s 
very significant. This small town of 5,100 
had an increase in its retirement assess- 
ment of $103,000 this year,” said Markel. 

Currently, Hampden 1s working along- 
side the town of Longmeadow to seek 
answers. Both communities will continue 
advocating for Theroux’s resignation or 
removal. 

“Our feeling is that the Chair should 
resign, [the retirement board] should wait 
30 days and let PERAC, the state reg- 
ulatory agency, make the appointment. 
I would have a lot more confidence that 
PERAC would appoint the right person 
to oversee the changes that are necessary. 
If [Theroux] refuses to resign, he can run 
out his term and the people who want to 
see reform could provide an alternative 
candidate for the election.” 
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STCC student gets degree at age 60 


SPRINGFIELD -—- _ Heide 
Blackak had a dream of getting 
a degree when she decided to 
enroll at Springfield Technical 
Community College as a full- 
time student in her late 50s. 

Two years later, at the age 
of 60, she’s not only getting a 
degree — she is receiving recog- 
nition as one of the Massachu- 
setts Department of Higher Ed- 
ucation’s “29 Who Shine.” The 
award recognizes 29 outstanding 
student graduates from the Com- 
monwealth’s public higher edu- 
cation system. 

“T was really overwhelmed 
to be in that group of young 
people,” said Agawam resident 
Blackak, who 1s one of the oldest 
recipients in the award’s 10-year 
history. 

Each year, the state honors 
outstanding students who show 
promise as future leaders and 
demonstrate a strong record of 
academic achievement. The 29 
will be honored in an online cer- 
emony on Thursday, May 13, at 
2 p.m. 

Blackak will earn her degree 
in liberal arts/general studies 
with a 4.0 grade point average. 

Blackak first took college 
classes decades ago not long af- 
ter graduating from high school 
in Pennsylvania. She received a 
scholarship to study languages. 
However, she never finished. She 
got married and raised two chil- 
dren who are now in their 30s. 

“In the back of my mind I 
always thought I would love to 
finish school,’ Blackak said. 

When she decided it was time 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Prevents harm to 
young 

9. ‘Losing My Religion” 
rockers 

8. Partner to pan 

11. Cavalry unit 


property 


38. For each 


14. Mexican dish 

15. Disseminates info to 
the public 

16. Set an animal on 

17. Canadian flyers 

18. Elongated mouths of 
anthropods 

20. | (German) 

21. Opposite of west 

22. Glows 

25. Measures how 
quickly a car moves 

30. One who has gained 
wealth 

31. Patti Hearst's 
captors 

32. Extensive landed 


craters 


56. Frost 


receipts 


Sweden 





33. Male aristocrat 


41. More fidgety 

43. Very happy 

45. A place to store info 
47. Helps to heal 

13. Peyton’s little brother 49. 12th month (abbr.) 
90. Broad, shallow 


55. Nocturnal S. Ameri- 
can rodent 


57. Ethiopian town 
59. Curved shapes 
60. Company that rings 


61. Spiritual leader 
62. Sheep native to 


63. Cars need it 
64. Partner to relaxation 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Scientist’s high-reso- 


Hy 
submitted photo 

Heide Blackak recently earned 

a degree from Springfield 

Technical Community College at 

the age of 60. 


to go back, she chose STCC be- 
cause it was affordable and close 
to home. Washington Monthly 
rated STCC as Best 2-Year Col- 
lege for Adult Learners The fac- 
ulty and staff welcomed her and 
made the process of enrolling 
easy. “No one once made me feel 
uncomfortable by being older. I 
made many new friends, who I 
keep in touch with on social me- 
dia,” she said. 

She said her grown sons sup- 
ported her decision to enroll at 
STCC, ranked fourth best com- 
munity college in the United 
States by Academic Influence. 
When she got an A in class, she 
would text a photo of the grade 
to them. 

“They were like, ‘Mom, 
you’re so smart!” Blackak said, 
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lution tool (abbr.) 2 
2. Type of school 34, Unit of electrical 


3. Formal close (music) 

4. Transmits high 
voltage 

5. A way to occupy a 
certain area 

6. Draws out 


8. Nocturnal rodents 

9. South American 
plants 

10. Homestead 

12. Bland or semiliquid 
food 

14. Forest resident 

19. The body needs it 

23. Atomic mass unit 


24. Spell 
20. Relaxing place 
26. Political fundraising 


chuckling. She often punctuates 
her responses with an infectious 
laugh. 

“My grandchildren are more 
excited than anyone. They would 
say, ‘Oh my gosh, you have a 
4.0, or, “You won this award!’ 
It’s exciting to them, and they 
would look up and say, ‘If she 
can do it, then I can do it.’”’ 

Her partner, Paul, provided 
support and help with homework 
on Saturday night. 

Blackak pursued her degree 
while working two _ full-time 
jobs. She also was caring for her 
mother, who was receiving can- 
cer treatment. She would read 
textbooks during lunch breaks 
and also worked on assignments 
late at night. On top of her stud- 
ies and work, she serves as an 
STCC Student Ambassador and 
volunteers her time for a number 
of organizations, including hos- 
pice care and the American Red 
Cross. 

She listed her math classes 
as the highlight of her STCC 
experience, which might come 
as a surprise 
to her friends 


Iam not a logical thinker, I asked 
too many questions,” she said. 

But the math instructors at 
STCC supported her and went 
the extra mile to ensure she 
would succeed. She said Pro- 
fessor Zahi Haddad “was a phe- 
nomenal teacher.” 

“If we asked the same ques- 
tion 20 different ways, he took 
the time to go over it again,” she 
said. 

She took advantage of the re- 
sources at STCC, including the 
supplemental instruction pro- 
gram which consists of student 
peers enrolled at the college who 
help in and out of the classroom. 
She used the free tutoring pro- 
gram at STCC and hired a pri- 
vate tutor. 

“T went early, stayed late, did 
extra credit and never missed a 
class. I got an A. My very first 
A in math since I was in sixth 
grade,’ she said. 

She thanked algebra instruc- 
tor, James McDonald, and math 
professor, Ann-Marie Simao, 
both of whom helped her accom- 


plish her dream. 

“T learned to really love 
math,” Blackak said. “I thought 
I was ‘dumb’ in math my whole 
life. It really prevented me from 
doing more. You can’t do sur- 
gery, build a spaceship or build 
a bridge if you can’t do math. So 
I never thought I could do this. 
After going to STCC, I realized 
I was really smart in math and I 
could do anything.” 

STCC Academic Counselor 
Elisabeth Cantor, who taught 
Blackak in an Introduction to 
Sociology course, nominated her 
for the 29 Who Shine award. 

Cantor said she was thrilled 
to learn that Blackak was chosen 
for the 29 Who Shine award. 

‘“She’s a lovely lady, and it 
couldn’t have happened to a nic- 
er person,” Cantor said. “And she 
does shine.” 

Interested in applying to 
STCC? Visit stcc.edu/apply or 
call Admissions at (413) 755- 
3333. 





who knew 
about her 
math phobia. 
“When 
I went to 


Valley Music Showcase set for May 28 


7. His Airness 40. 


(abbr.) 48. 


school, I 
failed math 
and had to 
go to sum- 
mer school. I 
didn’t under- 
Stand the con- 
cept of math. 


9, Tyrant 


resistance 

35. A history of one’s life 

36. Actor DiCaprio 

37. Sea eagle 

39. Avoiding being 
caught 

de Mornay, 
actress 

41. Belonging to a thing 

42. Not us 

44, Motorcars 

45. Capital of Bangla- 
desh 

46. Ancient Greek 
sophist 

47. Practice boxing 

Grant, actor 

51. Swiss river 

52. 5. sudan river 

53. A bumpkin 


tool 54. One point south of 


2/7. Make a mistake 
28. Partner to Adam 


southwest 
98. Small island (British) 





SOUTHAMPTON — May 28 will mark 
the resumption of Season 5 of The Valley 
Music Showcase. The event will be accessi- 
ble on Zoom, Facebook Live and YouTube 
and is designed to show off the best origi- 
nal music talent in the Western and Central 
Massachusetts, Central Connecticut and 
Southern Vermont. 

While the showcase 1s typically held ev- 
ery other month, the event will be the first 
of the year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Produced by Mark Sherry, the showcase is 
a “Mini-Music Festival” and juried live 
music competition. 

At each Showcase, five bands and/or 
solo or duos drawn from all musical genres 
are selected to grace the stage. They com- 
pete for about $1,000 dollars of gift certif- 
icates and other prizes from various local 
sponsoring businesses. 


sapnt 


& GREENHOUSE 





Celebrity judges at the Showcases in- 
clude well-known musicians, elected of- 
ficials and other well-known business and 
community members. 

The event will be filmed with no live 
audience at the beautiful Glendale Ridge 
Vineyards in Southampton, MA. All bands 
will have their own stage and use only their 
own equipment. The filming production 
will be done by Holyoke Media. 

Admission: FREE! On Line 
Event: Zoom Access: https:// 
usO2web.zoom.us/j/89313620504 
Also Available on Facebook Live at www. 
facebook.com/valleymusicshowcase and 
YouTube Live 

Also available live on many local 
Community TV stations- check with your 
town’s channel 


Aynpalhy laral Anangements 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 


589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 


Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family 


Benches “* Statues 
Plot Maintenance 
On-Site Lettering “ Restorations 


Monuments 
Bronze Plaques 


Custom Design Work 
Cleaning ** Markers “ Vases 


Cemetery Signage “* Granite Signs 


201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 * www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com 


413-589-7564 Office 


413-589-7588 Fax 


413-531-5360 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center ° 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wondertul “friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 
HOURS: 


WMes, Oeil = aon ~ 


Wed. 10am - 4pm 


Thurs. 1Oam - 4om ° Fri. 1 Oam-4pm 
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


Fort more information call 283- Oe ext. 100 


tl 


Proceeds To Benefit aneaallalt Library 
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES 


Family owned and 
operated since 1935 


Spring Cleaning 


Special 
CLEANERS, INC. 


Ask about special pricing 
for first responders 


262 Allen St., Springfield 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-6pm 
Sat. 9am-3pm 


464 Main St., Wilbraham 
Mon.-Sat. 9am-1pm 


413-736-5476 « parkcleaners413.com 


2 Convenient 
Locations 


We Serve Fresh, Homemade Food 


FEATURING 


Salads ¢ Wings 
Grinders ¢ Wraps ¢ Calzones 
Gourmet Sandwiches 
Specialty Dinners 


~~ Papuni*®s ~ 


he ee. Or obey) 
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WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS 
Time to get your septic pumped, aa ee ee 
call about our Spring Specials! ew 4 

All our Title 5 inspections are dug 
by hand, leaving your lawn as good 
as it was when we first arrived. 
Selling your home? 
To avoid any financial hardship we will install 


your system now and get paid at closing. 


Pumping ¢ Installation ¢ Title 5 Inspections ¢ Perc Tests 
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS ¢ FULLY INSURED ¢ FAMILY OWNED 
Evening & Weekend Appointments Available! 
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BARK MULCH 
NOW AVAILABLE! 


Y Pick Up or Delivery 
Y Assorted Colors 


Call for more information 
413-595-4096 


Advertise on this page and 
shine the SPOTLIGHT 

on your business, 

giving you the exposure 
you need to succeed. 


Call 

Jocelyn 
Walker at 
413-283-8393 





Hometown Rolloff Dumpster Service 
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Members of the 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School girls lacrosse team 
. | pose for a photo in a local 
Photo submitted by Diane restaurant. 
Gerberich ; er 
On May 15, inside of Photo Submitted by David Miles 
Minnechaug Regional 
High School, a young 
boy interacts with a 
law enforcement officer 
during the Wilbraham 
Town Election. 





On May 13, Ellie 

and Jean Belisle 

of Hampden won 

a handmade quilt 
that was donated by 
Russ Bressette in a 
fundraiser to benefit 
the Senior Center 
Building Expansion 





Fund. : 
Photo Submitted by Hampden Board of Selectmen candidate Craig Rivest stands with 
David Miles supporters during Election Day on May 17. Staff Photos submitted by Dalton 


Zbierski 








TUESDAY — FRIDAY: 10AM — 5PM 
SATURDAY: 10AM — 4PM 


413-599-1717 


www.scentedgardengifts.com 


i Like us on Facebook: @TheScentedGarden 
f=) Instagram: @ScentedGardenWilbraham 
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RAH AM ee 


Send us in 
your announcements! 


Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


i We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, 
i please keep it to less than 50 words. 
Please send to dzbierski@turley.com 
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[L to R] Lori Duggan, Hannah Duggan, Grace Caltabiano and John Caltabiano celebrate scholarships awarded 
to Hannah Duggan and Grace Caltabiano by St. Cecilia Catholic Women’s Club. Photo Submitted by David Miles 


Kimberly Breil poses 

with her dogs Sassy and 

Annie. After 25 years 

of owning The Frame 

and Picture Shoppe in 

Wilbraham, 

Breil has sold her 

| ) business. 

Hampden Board of Selectmen incumbent candidate Mary Ellen Glover Photo Submitted 

stands with supporters on May 17 during the Hampden Town Election. by David Miles 
Staff Photos submitted by Dalton Zbierski 








ISTON ROAD, WILBRAHAM, MA 
We will gladly assist you to find the perfect gifts: Taman 


¢ Graduation « Baby ¢ Fashion Aruw! 
e Father’s Day e Birthdays e Just Because =O21 
¢ Wedding/Shower Gift + Jewelry & Accessories J 
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Monthly self-exams save lives: breast health important all year round 


SPRINGFIELD, WEST- 
FIELD — If a problem can’t 
be seen, it can’t be solved, and 
when it comes to health care, 
the earlier a health condition is 
detected, the sooner steps can be 
taken to treat it. Although fac- 
ing fears around diseases can be 
challenging, early detection of 
breast cancer, for example, can 
mean a 99% five-year survival 
rate, according to the Nation- 
al Breast Cancer Foundation. 
That’s why a plan including both 
breast self-exams (BSEs) and 
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e Walls, Walkways, Patios 

e Landscape Design and Installation 
e Irrigation Installation and Repairs 

e Fall Blowouts 

e Paddock Repair and Maintenance 

e Equestrian Field Seeding 


nockY PADUNTAIN, 
“(pues 4 


e NATURAL & COLOR ENHANCED 
BARK MULCHES 

e SCREENED TOP SOIL 

e PLAYGROUND WOOD CHIPS 

e COMPOST 


M LANDSCAPING, LLC 
Me Experience You Can 
Sees dcegieeeaeec ign) Always Count On 

eo Ae =, 6 Property Maintenance 
e Fertilizer Programs 
e Organic Tick and Mosquito Control 
e Edging Core Aeration 
e Loam and Seed ¢ Mulches 
~ © Power Seeding 
e PH Remedy e Drainage 


2666 Boston Rd., Wilbraham 


413-596-2348 


~ Www.rockymountainwood.com 


DEBARKED 


FIREWOOD 


Native Hardwoods 


LESS BARK - LESS MESS 


Mon. - Fri. 7am - 4pm 
¢ CLEAN FILL “. © > @24 Sat. 7am-1pm Seasonal 





mammograms is important. 
“Regular self-exams help 
people become more familiar 
with their breasts, so that subtle 
changes are more easily detect- 
able, which could identify pos- 
sible warning signs of cancer 
early on,” said Patience Marks, 
WHNP-BC, a certified wom- 
en’s health nurse practitioner 
at Women’s Health Associates in 
Westfield and Springfield, “We 
hear a lot about breast cancer 
during the month of October, 
which is Breast Cancer Aware- 


2 aE 


—= = —_— 





. 


Cut & Split 
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RRY KNOLL GARDE 


Herbs, 5" Accent Plants 
ee BEAUTIFUL MOTHER'S DAY HANGERS ; 
Full Line of Vegetable & Flowers 
= Bedding Plants 

Keep An Eye Out For 
Our Fresh Picked Daily Produce 
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ness Month, but breast self-ex- 
ams should be performed once a 
month, all year round.” 

Marks offers these tips for 
BSEs: 

e Perform BSEs at the same 
time each month, but not during 
a menstrual cycle. 

e Check breasts twice, both 
while lying down and while 
standing up. 

¢ Look for any changes in 
size or color. 

e With the inner pads of the 
three middle fingers, use a circu- 


GetGrowin 


1000’s of Perennials, 
Annuals, Trees & Shrubs 


Vegetable Plants & Herbs 


Unique Garden Statuary, 
Fountains & Bird Baths 


e Earth Friendly Products 


e Full-Service Florist & Gift Shop 
e Professional Landscape Design & 
Installation 413-783-5883 Ext. 111 


GARDEN 


www.16acresgardencenter.com 
1359 Wilbraham Road, Springfield —. 


£ 


OPEN DAILY 8AM-5PM ¢ 413-783-5883 


Cub Cadel 
BUY HERE, 
SERVICE HERE. |; 


1) 
| Sales & Service of 
| Major Power Products 
| for Over 52 Years. _£ 


= © LOVES SSS SS St Sa Sat 


CENTER 


— 


lar or up and down motion across 
each breast. 

¢ Feel for any lumps or 
thickening of the breast. These 
aren’t necessarily indications of 
cancer but should be reported to 
a health care provider right away. 

“BSEs are just one of the 
exams we recommend women 
have on a regular basis to 1m- 
prove their chances of early de- 
tection and treatment, as well as 
for overall health and quality of 
life,’ said Marks. 

For best results in disease 
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Speci 


~ 2470 Boston Rd., Wilbraham — 
ee Pick Up = 


Perennial 
sal 


10 $4.0 
QT. SIZE 
280 ELM STREET, EAST LONGMEADOW 
ALAA Gievarlalelerixelaitmeeyenl 


Fe = 5 


631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 


prevention, she noted women 
should have additional regular 
exams, including Pap smears, 
breast and pelvic exams, mam- 
mograms, bone density screen- 
ing and STD tests. 

The providers at Women’s 
Health Associates offer annu- 
al well-woman checkups that 
include lifestyle and risk factor 
discussions, a physical exam and 
any necessary tests. For more in- 
formation, visit WHAOB-GYN. 
com. 
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MON.-FRI. 9-6 
(open ‘til 7pm starting May 1) 
, SAT. 8-6 


$5 OFF 


a S30 purchase 


*Cannot be combined with any other 
offer - not on previous purchases. 
Expiration June 30, 2021 
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For Your 
Spring Planting 


Needs! 










Power Equipment Co. 
Arr 104 Shaker Road, East Longmeadow 


525-3752 © www.acresequipment.com 


RYSTAL GARDENS 


U N LIMIT iC OCD Farm & NurRSERY 











Ge: 276 Fuller St., Ludlow es= es 


OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM-8PM 





FINE GARDEN BOUTIQUE SPECIALIZING IN... 
Hardy & Unusual Plants ~ Edibles & Organics ~ Seasonal & Specialty Decor 
CUSTOM ORDERS ~ PICK UP & LOCAL DELIVERY ONLY ~ UNLIMITED VIP SERVICES 
www.CRYSTALGARDENSUNLIMITED.com ~ TextTINFO/DESIRES TO 413.248.6742 
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Allergies can be confused with 
COVID-19 symptoms 


SPRINGFIELD, WEST SPRING- 
FIELD — As we move through May, 
seasonal allergens are shifting from tree 
pollen to weeds and grasses. With some 
of this year’s unseasonably warm and 
rainy weather, pollen producing trees 
and plants are in full bloom, triggering 
allergic reactions in many Massachusetts 
residents. Unfortunately, some of the ail- 
ments — headaches, fatigue, runny nose 
and sore throat—are similar to COVID-19 
symptoms, leaving people confused about 
when to seek testing and care. 

“After more than a year of this pandem- 
ic, we are all hyper-vigilant about symp- 
toms that might indicate a COVID-19 in- 
fection,” said Dr. Vincent Meol1, regional 
medical director of American Family 
Care, with locations in Springfield and 
West Springfield. “It’s true that there are 
similarities, but there are also some key 
differences. For example, itchy, watery 
eyes and sneezing are strong indications 
of seasonal allergies and are not generally 


associated with COVID.” 

Meoli notes that a high fever usual- 
ly accompanies COVID-19, but rarely 
seasonal allergies. The same is true with 
a sudden loss of taste or smell. “If you 
experience these symptoms, you should 
definitely get tested,” he said. 

When it comes to keeping allergy 
symptoms in check, Meoli recommends 
being proactive about treatment. “There 
are a variety of over-the-counter and 
prescription medications that can help 
provide relief for allergy sufferers,’ said 
Meoli. “Work with a health care provider 
to find what works best for you, or if you 
need help determining if what you are ex- 
periencing are allergy symptoms or some- 
thing else.” 

At the end of the day, it’s better to 
be safe than sorry, especially since the 
COVID-19 virus is so contagious. “When 
in doubt, it’s always best to see a medical 
provider and get checked out,” said Meoli. 
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This Week in Recreation 


Erin Carroll 
Assistant Director 


Times are getting better but 
for some reason life seems crazier 
than ever! At WPRD, one of the 
main things that keep us sane and 
balanced is that we are surround- 
ed by so many great volunteers 
that step up and donate their time 
and energy to make Wilbraham a 
better place. We have hundreds of 
volunteer coaches that volunteer 
to teach children the skills of that 
particular sport, along with sports- 
manship, how to work with others, 
and all the other positive traits that 
come along with team sports. We 
also have many volunteer members 
for our Parks & Recreation Com- 
mission, Friends of Recreation 
and numerous sport association 
and committees that spend many 
hours behind the scenes making 
sure we are all doing what is best 
for the town and the families that 
live here. 


We are very thankful that we 
get to work with such dedicated 
community volunteers in many 
facets. We cannot say thank you 
enough and these volunteers don’t 
hear thank you often enough for 
dedicating their valuable time for 
our youth and community. So next 
time you see a coach, association 
or commission member, or volun- 
teer for any town department, stop 
them and say thank you. I can 
guarantee they will appreciate the 
gratitude for all their hard work 
making this community such a 
great place to live. 

Notes: Enrollment is currently 
underway for all our summer pro- 
grams. Enrollment for our Spec 
Pond Beach memberships opened 
on May 4. Falcon Football (Gr. 
3-8) registrations are being tak- 
en online at WilbrahamRec.com. 
Please visit WilbrahamRec.com 
for more details on all our pro- 
grams and to register! 





hours later, about half of the audience had left the building. 


ELECTIONS from page 1 


ty state. I think it’s a rotten sys- 
tem we got,” said resident Don 
Flannery, in favor of passing the 
motion. 

Many of the residents, who 
were still in attendance, did not 
welcome the change. Wilbra- 
ham Selectboard member Robert 
Boilard was an outspoken critic 
of the non-partisan system. 

“T am very much opposed to 
this whole warrant article,’ said 
Boilard, noting that Wilbraham 
has held partisan elections since 
18th century. “I think the ‘R’s’ 
and the ‘D’s’ do cast some infor- 
mation for the voter when they 


get to that ballot box. If they’re 
unaware of what’s being said or 
written, it might help them.” 

Boilard suggested that the 
town instead hold more candi- 
dates’ forums. He said that a 
partisan election doesn’t “hinder 
anyone from running,” or, “make 
anyone unable to run.” 

Former Selectboard Chair 
Susan Bunnell disagreed with 
Boilard based on personal expe- 
rience. 

The partisan system directly 
prevented Bunnell from running 
for re-election due to the Hatch 
Act of 1939, which prevents 
civil service employees in the 
executive branch of federal gov- 


ATM Photos submitted by David Miles 
Approximately 300 residents entered the Minnechaug Regional High School auditorium 
on May 10 for the Wilbraham Annual Town Meeting. By the time the meeting ended five 
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ernment, except for the President 
and Vice President, from running 
for office. 

“T was the federal employee, 
who would have run unopposed 
last May for reelection, but I had 
become a federal employee a 
year-and-a-half prior and, under 
the Hatch Act, because we are 
a town with partisan elections, 
I was prohibited from running,” 
said Bunnell. 

Bunnell offered _ statistics 
identifying that, over the past 
four years, a significantly greater 
percentage of Wilbraham voters 
have participated in elections 
that feature unenrolled candi- 
dates, who did not run as a Dem- 


ocrat or Republican. 

If one must discern what a 
candidate’s political affiliation is 
in a non-partisan election, there 
are ample ways to find out before 
Election Day, said Bunnell. 

“T believe that doing your 
homework and getting to know 
candidates and, frankly, as a can- 
didate, making sure people have 
a sense of who you are and what 
your thought process 1s, is key to 
being able to represent a commu- 
nity effectively,’ said Bunnell. 

Linda Dagradi, Chairman of 
the Wilbraham Democratic Town 
Committee, was fully in favor of 
non-partisan elections when she 
took to the microphone on May 





Don Flannery, pictured outside of the Wilbraham Annual Town Meeting on May 10, has 
long advocated for the senior center to move to Memorial School. Flannery took to the 
podium often on May 10 to accentuate his point and speak on other matters. 


10. She noted that few commu- 
nities in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts still implement 
partisan elections. 

“T give our voters more credit 
than depending on a label to sup- 
port their vote. There are ways 
for candidates to make their af- 
filiations known,” said Dagradi. 
“Elections should be decided on 
the qualifications, commitment 
and policy statements of candi- 
dates; not to which party they 
belong. Removing the party af- 
filiation of candidates means that 
voters must be informed about 
those candidates.” 





REC from page 1 


you name it to come meet with 
us and with the landscape archi- 
tect. Hopefully, from there, we 
can put a conceptual plan togeth- 
er.” 

Ultimately, three to five con- 
ceptual plans will be developed 
to be reviewed by the Wilbraham 
Playground & Recreation Com- 
mission. The early stages of con- 
struction are estimated to begin 
in the spring of 2022. 

The project will not increase 
Wilbraham’s tax burden, as reoc- 
curring costs associated with the 
complex will be funded through 
the Parks & Recreation Depart- 


ment’s revolving account. 

“T’ve been here for 20 years, 
and these are projects that, espe- 
cially the dog park and the ice 
rink, have pretty much yearly 
been requested of the depart- 
ment,” said Litz. 

Numerous meeting partici- 
pants spoke against the propos- 
al. Ron Haislip-Hansberry, who 
lives on Stony Hill Road in close 
proximity to the soccer fields, 
expressed his reluctance. 

“My concern is that once 
we vote on this, if we agree to 
it, then the location is set,’ said 
Haislip-Hansberry. “Traffic is a 
gigantic issue. Every project that 
we suggest or agree to on Stony 


Hill we say is going to have a 
‘minimal’ effect on traffic; every 
time. Well, those add up.” 

Over the course of one hour 
on the Saturday prior to the meet- 
ing, Haislip-Hansberry counted 
1,037 cars pass his house. 

“That’s a lot of people. At 
times, it was 17 cars-per-minute. 
At others, it was 20-per-minute. 
Any amount that you add to 
that is significant,’ said Hais- 
lip-Hansberry. 

Litz responded that the town 
has not yet evaluated traffic pat- 
terns, which will be part of the 
Master Plan process. 

Other residents voiced great 
enthusiasm for the project. Pat- 


rick Dooney ventured to the high 
school auditorium specifically to 
vote in favor of the article. 

“T think it’s one of the great- 
est ideas I’ve seen in a long time. 
I have two young kids at home, 
and everyone can agree, this 
COVID thing has been [difficult] 
on everybody. With children’s 
mental health, I think it’s bene- 
ficial that we at least look at this 
as an opportunity to help our 
kids get back into the swing of 
things,” said Dooney. 

Litz described the complex 
as being a “great addition to the 
community.” 

He categorized _ pickleball 
as the fastest growing sport in 


America and divulged that the 
construction of the dog park will 
be heavily reliant on grant fund- 
ing. 
The ice-skating rink could be 
the crown jewel of the complex. 
Regardless of temperature, the 
rink will be accessible to resi- 
dents. 

“The ice rink, when we say 
synthetic, it’s basically plastic, 
which means zero maintenance,” 
said Litz. “If someone wants to 
come and skate on it, and it hap- 
pened to snow, they can shovel 
it off. Maybe during the summer, 
if a Parks guy needs to go down 
and blow it off, they can go blow 
it off.” 
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lm PUBLIC NOTICES 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0877EA 
Estate of: 

Kelly Lee Gregoire-Claing 
Also known as: 
Kelly Gregoire 

Date of Death: 04/10/2021 
CITATION ON 

PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Kimberly L Partelo 
of Wilbraham, MA request- 
ing that the Court enter a for- 
mal Decree and Order and 
for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Kimberly L Partelo of 
Wilbraham, MA be appoint- 
ed as Personal 
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Representative(s) of said est- 
ate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in an unsuper- 
vised administration. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
06/08/2021. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
Affidavit of Objections with- 
in thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
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CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required 
to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra- 
tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: May 11, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
5/20/2021 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of June 4, 2021 the fol- 
lowing motor vehicle will be 
for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien: 
2003 Honda Civic EX 
Vin: 2HGES25733H61655 
COLOR: Gray 
LKO: 
Michelle Adams-Darrah 
ADDRESS: 
1246 Granby Rd TLR 5 
Chicopee MA 01020 
R & S Assoc. Inc. 
Wilbraham MA 01095 
413-596-4374 
05/20, 05/27, 06/03/2021 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE 

In accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 40 Section 
15C (“Scenic Roads Act’) 
and M.G.L. Chapter 87 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Section 3 (“Public Shade 
Tree Act’), the Wilbraham 
Planning Board and the 
Wilbraham Tree Warden will 
hold a joint Public Hearing 
on Wednesday, June 2, 2021 
at 6:15 PM by remote par- 
ticipation to solicit public 
comment regarding a request 
by the Wilbraham 
Department of Public Works 
to disturb several stone walls 
and remove nine shade trees 
of various species and diame- 
ters located on the western 
side of Stony Hill Road 
between Dipping Hole Road 
and Mark Road in order to 
install sidewalks. A plan 
showing the location of the 
trees is available for review 
in the Engineering 
Department during normal 
business hours and posted for 
public viewing on the 
Planning Board page of the 
Town website at www.wil- 
brahamma.gov/123/ 
Planning-Board. 

While in-person atten- 
dance is not possible due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 pub- 
lic health emergency, the pub- 
lic may remotely join and par- 
ticipate in the public hearing 
while in progress using 
GoToMeeting video confer- 
encing technology by follow- 
ing the instructions on the 
meeting agenda that will be 
posted on the town website on 
or about May 28, 2021. 

Jeffrey Smith, Planning 

Board Chairman 

David Graziano, Tree Warden 
05/13, 05/20/2021 


Notice of Public Hearing 
for 
Site Assignment 
Town of Wilbraham 

Board of Health 
Pursuant to M.G.L. 
Chapter 111, Section 150A 
and the regulations promul- 
gated thereunder, 310 CMR 


16.00, the Town of 
Wilbraham Board of Health 
will hold a public hearing on 
June 15, 2021 at6 PM asa 
virtual hearing to consider 
the application for major 
modification to the existing 
site assignment for a parcel 
of land located at 120 Old 
Boston Road, Wilbraham, 
MA, 01095 owned by 120 
Old Boston Road Recycling 
Company, LLC, operating as 
Western Recycling (the 
Facility). No in-person hear- 
ing will take place. To view 
and participate in this virtual 
hearing on your computer, at 
the above date and time, go 


to https://global.gotomeeting. 


com/join/879438941. To call 
into the hearing via tele- 


phone, dial: (877) 309-2073 
and use the Access Code: 
879-438-941. The area under 
consideration for site assign- 
ment modification is 23.2 
acres of a 55.5-acre parcel 
presently utilized as a pro- 
cessing and handling facility 
that accepts, recycles, and 
transfers municipal solid 
waste (MSW), construction 
and demolition (C&D) waste, 
and lightly-contaminated 
soils at a maximum rate of 
645 tons/day and 156,000 
tons per year. 

The proposed modifica- 
tion to the site assignment 
will allow the Facility to 
expand the hours of opera- 
tion as well as to accept and 
transfer these materials at a 
capacity of up to 2,000 tons 
per day and 612,000 tons per 
year. The Facility is request- 
ing to be allowed the choice 
to operate 24 hours/day 
Monday through Saturday 
which is a change to the pre- 
viously proposed hours of 
operation from 5:00 AM to 
7:00 PM Monday through 
Friday and 5:00 AM to 5:00 
PM on Saturday. Proposed 
overnight operations includes 


May 20, 2021 


general acceptance, stockpil- 
ing, consolidation, loadout, 
and movement of materials at 
the Facility. Overnight oper- 
ations will not include oper- 
ating the processing line. 
Additionally, the Facility is 
proposing to eliminate the 
restriction for right hand 
turns out of the facility onto 
Old Boston Road. 

Copies of the Site 
Assignment Modification 
Application may be reviewed 
at the Wilbraham DPW 
Offices located at the 
Wilbraham Town Hall, 240 
Springfield Street in 
Wilbraham by appointment 
only (please call 413-596- 
2800 ext. 208 to request an 
appointment). Additionally, 
the reports will be posted on 
the Town of Wilbraham web- 


site at https://www.wilbra- 


ham-ma.gov/715/ 
Departments (navigate to the 


Board of Health or Public 
Works page). Written com- 
ments may be also submitted 
to the Wilbraham Health 
Department located at 240 
Springfield Street, 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 or 
emailed to Lorri McCool at 
Imccool @ wilbraham-ma. gov. 

The Department of 
Environmental Protection has 
issued a Report in which it 
determined that the 
above-described site is suit- 
able for the proposed facility. 
Copies of the Department’s 
Report on Suitability and the 
site suitability criteria (310 
CMR 16.00) are available for 
copying and examination 
along with the application. 
05/20/2021 


UBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


_ Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Email all 


notices to 
notices@turley.com deed 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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EARLY 
DEADLINES 


In observance of Memorial Day, 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
EARLY AD DEADLINE 
Place your public notice 
no later than NOON 


Friday, May 28 


— Thank you! 





DEADLINES 


In observance of Memorial Day, 
there will be an 
EARLY AD DEADLINE 
To advertise, 
lace your ad no later than NOON 


Friday, May 28 


— Thank you! 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 
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Falcons fall 0-3 to Lions 
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Andrew Szapkowski makes an 
adjustment to keep the volley 


going. 





Nico Alves sets up a possible 
spike play. 


Chaug’s 
Breton 
delivers 
clutch hit 


WORCESTER — _ Worces- 
ter State turned the tables in the 
first game of the doubleheader, 
avenging Friday’s 3-2 walkoff 
win for Framingham State with 
a 3-2 walkoff win of their own. 

Framingham State opened the 
scoring in the top of the second 
inning on an RBI single. JC Espi- 
nal came around to score on the 
base hit from Matt Shaver. 

The 1-0 score held up until 
the bottom of the fifth inning, 
when Jake Breton (Wilbraham, 
Mass.) delivered a clutch two- 
out, two-run single, plating Park- 
er Bigelow (Leominster, Mass.) 
and Chris Wright (Jefferson, 
Mass.) to put Worcester State on 
top 2-1. 

The Worcester State lead 
was short-lived, as Framingham 
State leveled it back up at 2-2 in 
the top of the sixth inning. On a 
sacrifice bunt attempt, Worcester 
State’s pitcher attempted to put 
out the lead runner at third, but 
fired the ball into left field, al- 


Please see , page 16 
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Simon Serra reaches 
out to bump. 
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LUDLOW -— Last Monday night, Minnechaug boys volleyball failed to get into the win column with 


Santaniello mak 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW—Most _ college 
students will usually chill out 
for the rest of the day after tak- 
ing a final exam. 

That’s not exactly what Lau- 
ra Gouvin, who lives in Mon- 
son, did after taking a Spanish 
final at Boston College last Sat- 
urday afternoon. 

After finishing the last exam 
of her freshman year, Gouvin 
drove about 80 miles west on 
the Mass. Pike. She arrived at 
historic Lusitano Stadium in 
Ludlow about ten minutes prior 
to the start of the New England 
Mutiny’s season opening match 
versus the Boston Scorpions 
S.C., who are first-year member 
of the United Women’s Soccer 
League. 

The Scorpions stunned the 
Mutiny by scoring a pair of 
goals during the first ten min- 
utes and they held onto the lead 
for the next 65 minutes. 

Gouvin, who’s a midfielder, 
assisted on the Mutiny’s first 
goal of the season which was 
scored by Agawam native Hope 
Santaniello, who’s a forward, 
during the 76" minute. 

A minute later, Melina Cou- 
zis, who was a senior defender 
on the UConn women’s soccer 
team this past spring, netted the 






a! ee 
Hope Santaniello, of Agawam, 
scored in the season opener for 
the Mutiny. 


equalizer for the Mutiny and the 
match ended in a 2-2 draw. 

“Even though I only played 
a couple of games for the Mu- 
tiny in 2019, I really love being 
a member of this soccer club,’ 
said Gouvin. “This stadium is 
very close to my hometown and 
[’'m really looking forward to 
playing a full season with the 
Mutiny this year.” 

Gouvin and several of her 
teammates have never lost a reg- 
ular season match while wearing 
a Mutiny uniform. The last time 
they suffered a regular season 
loss was during 2018 season. 
The Mutiny played their home 


a 3-0 defeat at Ludlow High School. Minnechaug was in every match, losing 25-20, 25-18, and 25-15. 
Jacob Thomas and Erik Saarela were credited with five kills each and Nico Alves had 11 assists. 








Erik Saarela tips the ball over 
the net. 
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Jacob Thomas tries to get the 
spike past a Ludlow blocker. 


Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 
Ludlow’s Ela Kopec kicks the ball away. 


matches at several different 
fields that season before mov- 
ing into Lusitano Stadium at the 
start of the 2019 campaign. 
“This stadium is the best 
home field in our entire league,” 
said second-year Mutiny head 
coach Jeb Booth. “No other 
team has the same type of soc- 
cer culture that we do here. It’s a 
little disappointing that the con- 
cession building wasn’t open 
yet because we can’t socialize 
with the players and their fami- 
lies following the match. It’s all 


about the relationship with me.” 

The Mutiny finished the 
2019 regular season with an 
8-0-2 mark before falling to the 
Lancaster Inferno in the U.W.S. 
Eastern Conference Finals. The 
Mutiny players waited more 
than 670 days before playing 
another match because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Booth wasn’t very con- 
cerned after watching his team 
fall behind by two goals early in 


Please see , page 16 
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Buffone captures 
first win of season 


WINCHESTER, N.H. —-_ Ricky 
Whipple romped to victory in the 57- 
lap John Zellman Memorial Pure Stock 
feature Saturday, May 8, at Monadnock 
Speedway, however in post-race inspec- 
tion, Davis was awarded the win. 

Cam Curtis flexed his muscles to top 
the Late Model Sportsman main, with 
Chris Buffone taking no prisoners en 
route to the Street Stock victory. 

Mini Stock ace Gordon Farmum 
earned his first victory lap of the sea- 
son Saturday, while Six Shooter pow- 
erhouse Dustin Thibodeau’s first career 
outing on the high banks netted him the 
win, and Jake Bosse was victorious for 
the second week in a row in the Young 
Guns. 

Pure Stock powerhouses Chris Davis 
and Kodi Sabins led the 21-car field to 
begin the 57-lapper, which would sail by 
in breakneck fashion, as all 57-circuits 
around the high banks were run with- 
out cautions. Davis was the man on the 
point for the first 23 go-rounds. 

But while Davis was fast, Ricky 
Whipple was on a rail. Dropping Davis 
to second on lap 24, he then sped away 
and hid. Sabins, a distant second with 
the white flag in the air, suddenly coast- 
ed to a stop in the infield, handing the 
runner-up spot back to Davis, with for- 
mer Modsman Joey Jarvis completing 
his charge from row five to finish third. 
(in post-race inspection the official top 
three were Chris Davies, Joey Jarvis and 
JD Stockwell). 

Robert Hagar led early and often in 
the LMS 25-lapper but, on this night, 
teen star Cam Curtis had the hot hand. 
Curtis dropped Hagar to second on lap 
18 and pulled away. 

Hagar finished strong, though, sail- 
ing to the runner-up finish ahead of the 
Bay State Curtis twins, Chase and Jaret. 
Cole Littlewood was fifth. 

Chris Buffone, who’d struggled on 
opening night, put all his ills behind him 
Saturday. Starting up front, he led all the 
way in the 25-lap Street Stock feature to 
finish well ahead of strong and steady 
runner-up Nathan Wenzel. 

Alstead, N.H. hot shoe Rupert Mur- 
doch came home third, just ahead of Hil- 
lary Renaud and Tim Wenzel. Opening 
night winner Tommy O’ Sullivan — Buf- 
fone’s uncle — took the night off. 

In the Mini Stocks, it was four-holer 
star Gordon Farnum leading all the way. 
Opening night winner Ray King kept 
Farnum in sight but had no answer for 
the Fitzwilliam hot shoe. Kevin Cormi- 
er came home third, just ahead of Louie 
Maher and division rookie Mike Doug- 
las. 
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Travis Hollis led the first 21 laps 
of the Six Shooter main, but Clare- 
mont kingpin Dustin Thibodeau, in his 
first-ever Monadnock run, used the high 
groove to finally take control and top the 
division’s first feature race of the season. 
It was Thibodeau’s second victory of the 
weekend. 

Hollis was strong in second, with 
Brandon Mailhot steady for third. Hollis 
and Mailhot were the earlier qualifying 
race winners. 

Jake Bosse made it two in a row 
in the novice Young Guns. Fast Eddie 
Petruskevicius earned the runner-up 
hardware, with Jeff Moffat third. Leilei 
Daniels won Saturday’s Young Gun heat 
race. 

Monadnock Speedway will return to 
action next Saturday, May 15, with a full 
card of NHSTRA racing, featuring the 
mighty Modifieds’ third outing of the 
season.. For more information, please 
visit www.monadnockspeedway.com. 


Monadnock Speedway May &8 re- 
sults: 

Street Stocks: Christopher Buffone, 
Nathan Wenzel, 88-Hillary Renaud, 
Timothy Wenzel, Paul Smith, Nathaniel 
Nunez, Keith Johnson, Isabella Michella 

Late Model Sportsman: Camdyn 
Curtis, Robert Hagar, Chase Curtis, 
Jaret Curtis, Justin Littlewood, Austin 
Brehio, Tyler Lescord, Cole Littlewood, 
William Kuhn, Kevin Vaudrien, Nan- 
cy Muni Ruot, Daniel Comeau, Rocky 
Smith, Ryan Currier, Scott Beck 

Mini Stocks: Gordon Farnum, Ray- 
mond King, Kevin Cormier, Louie Ma- 
her, Michael Douglas, Ethan Marsh, 
Jeff Asselin, Kevin McKnight, William 
Chaffee, Trevor Carey, Patrick Houle 
, Jake Puchalski, Matthew Lambert, 
Adam Sprague, Tim LeBlanc, Josh 
Wright, Kevin Clayton 

Young Guns: Jake Bosse, Edward 
Petruskevicius, Jeffrey Moffat Jr, Leilei 
Daniels, Aaliyah Tacy 

Six Shooters: Dustin Thibodeau, 
Travis Hollins, Brandon Mailhot, Chris 
Hadley, Micheal Yeaton, Bucky Thibo- 
deau, Maxwell Chaput, Jeremy Blood, 
Chooch Snide[, Paul Colburn, John Thi- 
bodeau 

Pure Stocks: Chris Davis, Joseph 
Jarvis, JD Stockwell, Jason LeRay, Da- 
vid Stone Jr, Kodi Sabins, Jake Bosse, 
Ken LaFont, Cory Lofland, Damien 
Houle, James Zellman Sr, Brittany Pat- 
node, Brianna Patnode, Ryan Lawliss, 
James Zellman, Kyle Robinson Newell, 
Nicholas Houle, Chris Higbee, Carter 
Chamberlin, William Graham 


SERVIC 


Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured 


Tree Trimming and Removal 
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding 
Crane Service « Sawmill Service 
Firewood Delivery 


All Major Credit Cards Accepted - 100% Financing Available 


162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010 
508-641-5249 - office@robinsontreeservice.net 
www.robinsontreeservice.net 
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MUTINY from page 15 


the match. 

“T always believe that we will win ev- 
ery match,” said Booth, who also coaches 
the Fitchburg State University women’s 
soccer team. “I believe in them as a team 
and as players, so I don’t get nervous 
about things very often.” 

The Scorpions are coached by Evan 
Burokas, who was a member of the West- 
ern Mass. Pioneers from 2012-2019. He 
also played for the Western Mass Profes- 
sional team in 2015. 

“None of my players had ever played 
a soccer match at this stadium before to- 
night,’ Burokas said. “I told them what 
this stadium represents to the communi- 
ty and what it means to play here. It was 
very special for me to have my team here 
for the first time. We did take an early 2-0 
lead, but we knew it was going to be a 
tough game. They just kept pressing us.” 

There are a couple of other connec- 
tions between the Scorpions and the Mu- 
tiny. 

Booth has coached several of the Scor- 
pions ENCL regional teams for more than 
ten years. 

Lauren Berman, who’s currently a 
Mutiny midfielder, played for the Scorpi- 
ons youth teams from U-8 to U-18. Just 
like Gouvin, Berman played college soc- 
cer at Boston College. She also played for 
a professional soccer club in Hungary for 
two seasons and is currently the soccer 
operations coordinator for the women’s 
soccer team at Harvard University. 

The Scorpions took a 1-0 lead when 
forward Kristi Vierra lofted a shot from 
the left side of the box into the upper right 
corner over the head of Mutiny goalkeep- 
er Caitlin Murphy. 

Then forward Meg Hughes scored a 
breakaway goal giving the Scorpions a 
2-0 advantage seven minutes into the sea- 
son opener. 

Another Monson resident listed on 
this year’s Mutiny roster is midfielder 
Lily Fabian, who’s a first-year member of 
the team. Fabian, who plays college soc- 
cer at UMass-Lowell, took the Mutiny’s 
first shot on goal that was saved by Scor- 
pion’s goalie Kayla Thompson, who was 
replaced at the start of the second half by 
Skylar Kuzmich. 

The Mutiny also changed goalies 
during the second half. 

Ela Kopec, who was starting goalie for 
the Ludlow girls’ varsity soccer team last 
fall, replaced Murphy. 


BRETON from page 15 


lowing Bobby Higgins to scamper home 
and tie the score. 

An inning and a half later, junior 
Thomas DiBattista (Hudson, Mass.) de- 
livered the walkoff hit for the host Lanc- 
ers. On a 1-0 pitch in the bottom of the 
seventh and runners on second and third, 
DiBattista found a hole on the left side of 
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Laura Govin, of 
Monson, tries to 
advance the ball 

up the field. 


During the 76" minute, Santaniello, 
who’ll be a member of the U.R.I. wom- 
en’s soccer team in the fall, received a 
pass from Gouvin and put a shot into the 





Lauren Berman looks to switch up her 
feet. 


net. 

“T saw that Laura had the ball, but I 
didn’t really know if she was going to 
make a pass or take a shot,” Santaniello 
said. “She made the pass to me and I just 
poked it into the net with my toe. It felt 
great after scoring that goal.” 

After stealing a pass from a defender, 
Couzis scored the tying goal a minute lat- 
er. 

Kopec, who’ll be a freshman member 
of the Villanova women’s soccer team in 
the fall, made an outstanding diving save, 
which kept the score tied. 

“Caitlyn played well, and our plan 
was to change goalies in the second half,’ 
Booth said. “Ela also played very well. 
She has good hands and has the potential 
to be an outstanding goalkeeper.” 

The other local players listed on the 
Mutiny gameday roster were Trystin 
Burger (Granby), Jocelyn Trajkovski 
(Ludlow), and Lydia Kinsman (South- 
wick). 

The Mutiny will be looking to cele- 
brate their first victory of the season when 
they host the Connecticut Rush at 7p.m. 
on Saturday night. 


the Ram infield, scoring Brett Blackwell 
(Haverhill, Mass.) from third base. 

Relief pitcher Erik Zine, who came on 
in the bottom of the seventh to try to push 
the game to extras, was credited with the 
loss. The win went to Lancer reliever Joey 
Zawisza (Newington, Conn.), who threw 
one and two-thirds perfect innings out of 
the bullpen with one strikeout. 
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Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com 


FOR SALE 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


ESTATE SALE 


3 Hickory Lane, Hampden. 05/23 10- 
3. Household, Decorative, Furniture 
and Yard Items. No antiques. No early 
birds. Rain Date 05/23 





FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 


Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


~ DEADLINES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 


AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 





pag In observance of Memorial Day, 
the Classifieds have an 
EARLY AD DEADLINE. 


To advertise, 


place your ad no later than NOON pre 


Friday, May 28 aii 


us 


Thank you! 





> = 








\ TURLEY PUBLICATIO) 
www.turley.com 


—_ wa 


_ 





DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


TAG SALE 


EVERYTHING MUST GO! Lifetime 
Collection of Dolls & Accessories. 

May 20th-21st 10-4pm. May 22nd 10- 
2pm. 537 Northampton St., Holyoke, 
Rain/Shine 


HUGE TAG SALE Union Church 51 
Center St., Ludlow May 22 8am-3pm. 
Rain or Shine. Inside tow large halls 
filled with household, clothing, books, 
toys, puzzles. 





WANTED 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 


Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 


(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary@gdcomics.com 





si250 ETE) 
i” Photos 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 
our publications. Go to 


newspapers. turley.com/ 
photo-reaquest 






FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 







Base Price 
$26.50 
Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————— 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 


% 
Cs 
% 


Re 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


BELCHER 
GRANBY 





EASTHAMPTON el 












BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


: Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 











Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 








WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 








Sines 
SSO, 3 


a ae 


WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 













AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2**kxxx*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 





— — — Add $10 for a second Zone DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
9534.50 ras 35-00 $35.50 936.00 or add $15 to runin FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
ALL THREE ZONES. Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 
Name: _ ee iPhone: _ First ZONE base price luo 
Address: = a a eee = ee = _ Add a second ZONE __ $10.00 Run my ad in the HOME 
Town: Soe - _ _ __ State: Zip: = _ Add a third ZONE $5.00 7a IMPROVEMENT 
TT uabdbin 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
at ae ee Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
Credit Card: _1 MasterCard LI VISA (1 Discover _J Cash _1 Check# es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
X Number of Weeks _ __ (978)355-6864. 
Card #: Exp. Date CVV TOTAL Enclosed 
Amount of charge: Date: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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Petition demands removal of 
Moriarty, DESE board member 


LAWRENCE - Communities of col- 
or are fed up with the state’s overbearing 
control and lack of results through years 
of state takeovers. Recently, the egregious 
comments made by DESE board member 
Michael Moriarty laid bare the state’s view 
-- “We know they can’t change themselves 
because they never do.” 

A petition started by Massachusetts 
Jobs with Justice has already garnered 250 
signatures that demand the resignation 
of Moriarty  (https://actionnetwork.org/ 
petitions/tba). Speaking on the need for 
accountability in Lawrence, Holyoke and 
other communities with underperforming 
schools, Moriarty’s comments are proof of 
why a select few school districts remain un- 
der state control for years -- nearly a decade 
in the case of Lawrence. Years of this con- 
descending and racist belief and state inter- 
ference has stripped all local control from 
schools with turnaround plans and assigned 
receivers in charge. Yet, no one holds the 
state accountable when nothing changes. 

The belief that people “can’t change 
themselves” is apparently driving this lack 
of democracy and local control. It is a thin- 
ly-veiled excuse to ramp up testing, consul- 
tants, and experimental programming that 
lines the pockets of outsiders while leaving 
students as test subjects who have not seen 
real improvements in either their services or 
supports. 


rate reflection of our communities. Signers 
of the aforementioned petition to remove 
him from DESE believe that his continued 
appointment will only serve to perpetuate 
systemic racism and support policies that 
disproportionately impact BIPOC com- 
munities through racist systems of “ac- 
countability”. City leaders and parents are 
calling the state on its systemic racism, and 
demanding the return of control of local 
schools to their school committees, parents, 
and teachers. 

Citizens for Public Schools statement: 
“Outcry over DESE member’s remarks 
highlights state education policy’s system- 
atic racism, need for change.” 

The uproar over a state official’s remark 
last week about Lawrence and Holyoke 
shines a light on the systemic racism that 
underlies state education policy and causes 
untold harm to the children of Massachu- 
setts urban centers. That assumption is that 
city schools would be better off with less 
democracy, with state appointees determin- 
ing more of what happens in the classroom. 
CPS maintains the opposite: Children learn 
better when their schools respond to their 
communities. Massachusetts Jobs with Jus- 
tice is a coalition of over 160 community, 
faith, and labor groups in Massachusetts or- 
ganizing working people and allies to fight 
for the rights of all workers: locally, nation- 
ally, and internationally. 
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USDA Seeks Feedback 


HARRISBURG, PA — During the 
next several weeks, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s National Agricultural Sta- 
tistics Service (NASS) will conduct two 
major mid-year surveys, the June Agri- 
cultural Survey and the June Area Sur- 
vey. The agency will contact producers 
across the region to determine crop acre- 
age and stock levels as of June 1, 2021. 

“The June Agricultural Survey and 
the June Area Survey are two of the 
most important and well-known sur- 
veys NASS conducts,” explained King 
Whetstone, director of the NASS North- 
eastern Regional Field Office. “When 
growers respond to these surveys, they 
provide essential information that helps 
determine the expected acreage and sup- 
ply of major commodities in the United 
States for the 2021 crop year. The re- 
sults are used by farmers and ranchers, 
USDA, businesses, exporters, research- 
ers, economists, policymakers, and oth- 
ers to inform a wide range of decisions.” 

Growers can respond to the June 
Agricultural Survey online at agcounts. 
usda.gov, by phone, or mail. They will 
be asked to provide information on 
planted and harvested acreage, includ- 
ing acreage for biotech crops and grain 
stocks. For the June Area Survey, agen- 
cy representatives will interview farm 
and ranch operators in randomly select- 
ed segments over the phone. Growers 


will be asked to provide information on 
crop acreage, grain stocks, livestock in- 
ventory, land values, and value of sales. 

“NASS safeguards the privacy of all 
respondents by keeping all individual 
information confidential and publishing 
the data in aggregate form only to en- 
sure that no operation or producer can 
be identified,’ said Whetstone. “We rec- 
ognize that this is a hectic time for farm- 
ers, but the information they provide 
helps U.S. agriculture remain viable and 
capable. I urge them to respond to these 
surveys and thank them for their coop- 
eration.” 

NASS will analyze the survey infor- 
mation and publish the results in a series 
of USDA reports, including the annual 
Acreage and quarterly Grain Stocks 
reports to be released June 30, 2021. 
Survey data also contribute to NASS’s 
monthly and annual Crop Production 
reports, the annual Small Grains Sum- 
mary, annual Farms and Land in Farms, 
annual Land Values, various livestock 
reports, including Cattle, Sheep and 
Goats, and Hogs and Pigs, and USDA’s 
monthly World Agricultural Supply and 
Demand Estimates. These and all NASS 
reports are available at nass.usda.gov/ 
Publications/. For more information, 
call the NASS Northeastern Regional 
Field Office at (800) 498-1518. 


Moriarty’s racist rhetoric is not an accu- 





Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS IF SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING 
We use brushes and state of the art 
equipment. We remove grime and 
mold from homes, patios, fences, 
walkways. Senior Discounts. For free 
estimates call Bill (413)519-9800. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 


shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 


nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


J.S. RAGONA LANDSCAPING 
Services: mowing- mulching- planting 
small shrub & tree trimming/ removal 
brush hauling- Spring/ Fall clean-ups. 
(413)786-6184 


S&S LANDSCAPING LLC 
Residential and Commercial 
Yard clean-ups, lawn mowing, lawn 
repair and seeding, mulch, stone, 
hedge trimming, planting 
Free estimates, Fully insured 
You'll like us mower 
(413) 374-4091 


LAWN & GARDEN 


A.A. ROTOTILLING Time to till gar- 
dens, flower beds wherever. Be safe 
grow your own. Operator fully vaccinat- 
ed. Call Bob 413-626-1927. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER does 
sheds, garages and ranches, not fast, 
but does good work (413)786-7924. 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL aitics, cellars, garages 
cleaned. Light moving. POOLS RE- 
MOVED. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 





FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


oy. VB ie] asa) 
413-219-6839 





LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 








Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO FOR SALE 


FOR SALE 2010 TOYOTA TA- 
COMA TRD SPORT. 4 Door, 6 
Foot Bed, 109300 Miles, Excellent 
Condition. Call (413)283-4266 or 
(413)531-0554 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 





MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 





Call us at 413.283.8393 





OAK RIDGE GOLF CLUB is look- 
ing for experienced bartenders for 
Weddings and Banquets. Email shel- 
ley@shelleykarner@gmail.com 


RATHBONE PRECISION MET- 
ALS, INC., a local manufacturer of 
cold drawn and rolled metal shapes is 
accepting applications for various po- 
sitions, 1st & 2nd shifts. Engineer-Ma- 
chine Operator-Fork Lift Driver- CAD/ 
CAM/ EDM-General Mill-Maintenance. 
Candidates should demonstrate a 
good work ethic, be dependable, have 
good judgment, and be a team player. 
Candidates must have basic reading, 
writing, and math skills, excellent com- 
munication skills and be able to pay 
close attention to detail. Based on ex- 
perience we offer competitive compen- 
sation and a comprehensive benefits 
package. Visit www.rathboneprofiles. 
com for employment applications and 

submit online, via email to linda. 
dias@rathboneprofiles.com or 
mail to 1241 Park Street, Palmer, 
MA 01069. Rathbone is proud to be 
an equal opportunity workplace and is 
an affirmative action employer. 


HEALTH CARE 


LOOKING FOR A PCA FOR A 
PARALYZED MALE. Hours 7am- 
11am Saturday/Sunday & 11am-7pm 
Monday-Friday duties: transfer from 
bed to wheelchair, sometimes use 
hoyer lift, personal care, meal prep. 
Additional pay for morning shift. 4pm- 
6pm or 59m-7pm Saturday/Sunday du- 
ties: laundry and shopping. Call Mary 
(413)244-5520 


On 


Post your 
job openings 
in our classifieds. 
We get results! 
Call 1-413-283-8393 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


2) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY!) 283-8393 








YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED 
RELIABLE 
DEPENDABLE 


SEAMLESS GUTTERS 


4 
Vernden 2D Family Owned & 


Seamless Aluminum Gutters Operated 


65 Main Street, Wilbraham ¢ (413) 596-9611 
Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm - Please No Sundays - Lic.#105559 
omer WWW. verdonsgutters.com © verdonsgutters@charter.net 
Fully Insured & Free Estimates 
CUSTOM MADE & INSTALLED CONTINUOUS SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS 


Ss) Se SS 
Hampden Septic 


Pumping * Installation ¢ Title 5 Inspections » Perc Tests 


966-2916 


Evening & Weekend Appointments Available! 
Billy Bond - The Area’s #1 “Go To” Septic Guy! 
Fully Insured - Family Owned 


Over 40 Years 
Experience 


ROOFING 


Benjamin Hemingway 
Owner/President 


413-695-3664 


( [imELEss Homes INC. — 
Ba facebook 


FINE HOMEBUILDING AND DESIGN by Ben Hemingway 


QUENNEVILLE 
Think you lana a new roof? Think again! 


ASK ABOUT OUR ROOF MAXX 
Shingle Rejuvenating Treatment www.TimelessHomesInc.net 


536-5955 vw www.1800newroof.net | Wilbraham, MA 01095 TimelessHomes@Hotmail.com 


LANDSCAPING 


THE MOST DEPENDABLE STREAMING SYSTEM 
FOR MOVIES AND TV SHOWS 


Unlimited TV, ) Cut the cord 
movies and a. G and tell Cable 


sports! you gota 
better offer 


Quality Workmanship~Reliable & Fully insured 
Owner Supervised 

Cameronpainting.com 
don@cameronpainting.com 


Watch what you want, when you want! 
Call Jim at 413-391-2345 


FLOORING 


ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE ON 


THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE e 


Carrying A Complete Line of Flooring! 


jo e Ceramic Tile 
a 


e Luxury Vinyl Tile 
CUMMINGS 


e Hardwood e Laminates 


mite Call for An Appointment 
413-783-1101 © www.CummingsFloor.com 


VISIT 


www. publicnotices.turley.com 


CALL NOW 413-283-8393 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 
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Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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DESCHAMPS REALTY 
TEAM 
413-530-8356 
Deb@deschampsrealty 
team.com 





RealLiving 


Realty 
Professionals 





Deschamps Realt y Team 


Deschamps Realty Team will give you 
$500 toward any seller espenses when 
you list and sell with us. 


ENERGY AND INNOVATION FOR YOUR 
BEST REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE 











Parents, 
Grandparents 


& Friends 
SPECIAL 





We are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue. 
Submit a photo and a brief message. 


2x3 Black & White Graduation Ad 
Regular Price-$65.00 


V 
7 


SPECIAL $45.00 accomplishments. (jg. —_— } 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION June 2nd rire . Pea 
at Sprinegfie 
EMAIL YOUR AD TO: MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO: at : 5 
jwalker@turley.com Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 a 
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to DoveDan, Moncenn 


Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS ¢ 24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA01069 © 413.283.8393 





